
Dr. Robert F. Moriarty Susan D. Dupuis 
Director of Special Education 

Thomas J. Kelley Dr. Middleton K. McCoodwin 
Asst Supt of Business & Finance Supzrintendent Asst Supt of Schools 

J U N  2 o 2005 
June 16 ,2005 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
9300 East Hampton Drive 
Capitol Heights, MD 20743 

Re: C C  Docket No. 02-6 
Request for Review 

Contact Information: 
Name: Marshfield School District 
Address: 76 S River St 

Phone: 78 1-834-5000 
Fax: 781-834-5070 
e-mail: Rrnoriartv@MPSD.ORG 

Marshfield, MA 02050-2453 

SLD action being appealed: This is an appeal of the original denial of Form 47 1 Application Number 454206 as reported on the 
Administrator’s Decision on Appeal Letter for Funding Year 2005, dated April 22, 2005 (Att 1). An appeal was filed with the SLD on 
February 28,2005 (Att 2). A letter from USAC called the NCS Bar Code: ERATE-277007 dated February 25,2005 officially 
announced that our From 471 was not accepted (Att 3). 

Applicant Name: 
Form 471 Application#: 
Billed Entity #: 
FRN #: 
Funding Year 

Text from NCS Bar Ca 
submitted is blank.” 

: ER 

Marshfield School District 
454206 
120496 

124891 1 
2005 - 2006 

TE-277007 Letter From USAC: “The gnature in ck 6, Item 34, of the FC Form 471 

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal: “The Form 471 Certification did not meet Minimum Processing Standards and is denied.” 

mailto:Rrnoriartv@MPSD.ORG


Basis for Appeal: 
I .  In their letter of February 25, the SLD bases their denial on the following points: 
“The Signature in Block 6, ltem 34, (this is really ltem 38) ofthe FCC Form 471 submitted is blank.” That is a tme statement, 

2. The following is the course of events. We submitted the Form 471 electronically on-line with the SLD. We then mailed the entire 
form to the SLD. The SLD received the Form 471 on February 4,2005. This was the deadline for receipt of the Form 471 to the SLD 
for the 2005 school year. The school district’s erate contact person, Assistant Superintendent Mr. Robert Moriarty, signed a copy of 
the form. However it was not the signed copy of the form that was inserted into the envelope that was mailed to the SLD but another 
version that had not yet been signed. This was our error. 

3. When we learned that the signature page had not been received by the SLD, Mr. Robert Moriarty then signed a copy of the form 
and we mailed it to the SLD by certified return receipt (although the signature is unreadable). Marshfield School District received the 
re,jection letter from the SLD on February 25 and filed an appeal to the SLD on February 28, 2005. 

4.We also base our appeal on the spirit (not the strict interpretation) ofprior FCC decisions that have given consideration to the good 
intentions and due diligence of the applicant. 

Summary: We admit to a clerical error of inserting the unsigned copy of the Form 471 into the envelope. We do 
not think it was a twenty eight thousand five hundred and sixty eight dollar and forty cent one. We disagree with 
the SLD’s decision based on a fundamental question of fairness. We made every effort to abide by program rules 
in our application. 

We contend that the SLD in its original denial and in its response to our original appeal has failed to demonstrate an attitude of basic 
fairness and consistency in trying to be of service to its beneficiaries. We do not deny our clerical mistake but we have paid an 
unjustly high price. We feel that the decision to deny our funding request should be reconsidered and sent to the Program Integrity 
Assurance Process as the next step with the certified signature that is on file. 

Sincerely. 

Thomas J .  K&y, 
Superintendent 
Marshfield School District 
76 S River St 
Marshfield, MA 02050-2453 
Phone: 78 1-834-5000 
Fax: 78 1-834-5070 
e-mail: Rmoriartv@MPSD.ORG 

(Superintendent signing in absence of Asst. Supt. Dr. Robert Moriarty) 

Attachments Included: 

I .  Administrator’s Decision on Appeal Letter for Funding Year 2005, dated April 22,2005,2 pages. 

2. Appeal filed with the SLD dated February 28,2005, I page 

3. USAC letter called the NCS Bar Code: ERATE-277007 dated February 25,2005 that officially announced that our From 471 
was not accepted, 2 pages. 

mailto:Rmoriartv@MPSD.ORG
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April 22,2005 

J o h n  Oxner 
Marsffield Public Schools 
76 South River Street 
Marshfield, MA 02050 

Re: Applicant Name: MARSHFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Billed Entity Number: 120496 
Form 471 Application Number 454206 
Funding Request Numws): 124891 1 
Your Colrespondence Dated: February 26,2005 

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, tbe Schools and Libraries 
Division (SLD) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) has made i 
decision in regard to your sppcal of SLD’s Funding Year 2005 Form 471 Rejection Le 
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains thc basis of SLD’s 
decision. The date of this letter begins the 60-day time period for appealing this decisi 
to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). If your Letter o f  Appeal includet 
more than one Application Number, please note that you will receive a separate letter 1 
each application. 

Fundine Rea uest Numberk): 
Decision on Appeal: Denied 
Explanation: 

124891 1 

On appeal, you seek reversal of the SLD’s decision to deny the funding request 
failure to sign Form 471, Block 6 Cerrification and Signature page. In support 
your requesf you assett that you overlooked the signing ofthe fonn, and you 
request thar the SLD approve the Form 471 for certification. 

Upon thorough review of the. appeal letter, it is determined that Blook 6, Item 3 
of your Form 471, postmarked on February I. 2005, was submined without a 
signature. While your certification was received within the Funding Year 2005 
window, it was not signed; therefore, it waa properly rejected. However, in OK 
to receive consideration within the Funding Year 2005 window, program rules 
require that completed Forms 471 and cerrificaions be received by the SLD or 
postmarked no later than February 18.2005. Futther, it  is the reqonsibility of 

Boa I25 - Concsponclencc Unit. BO Soulh Jdltcfon Road. WhippMy. New J c m y  0798 I 
Visi1 us onlincar w . d . - w  wg 
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Adminiitrator’s Decision on Appeal -Funding Year 2005-2006 
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I @pa& 
applicant to enssure that a l l  Forms are submitted to SLD in a the ly  and wrred: 1 
manner 

The Form 471 W you submitted was not complete. because data was missing in 
I 

minimum processing standards. Since you have not sbowo in your appeal tlu 
pur Form 471 was improperly rejected or retumd, your appeal is denied. 

1 
0 

Block 6, Item 38. As aresult, the Fonn 47 1 was rejected for failing to meet 

Processing Y o ~ F a ~ 4 7 l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~  
. .  

Standards. FCC rules requirs applicants to “submit a campleted FCC Form 4 
to the Administrator.” 47 C.FF.R 5 S4.504(c). The Form 471 requires applia 
to provide the information requcstcd on that form. See Schools aad Libraries 
Universal Service, Services Ordered and Certification Porn OMB 3060-080 
(FCC Form 471). %very W i n g  ycar, SLD e s t a b l i  and notifies a p p h  
of ‘minimum processing standards’ to facilitate efficient review of the  tho^ 
of applications requesting funding.” Reqvestjkr Review by SqvviUe Library, 
Federuldrute Joinf Board on Universal Service. Changes to the Board of 
Dltectors of N&’onal Exchange Carrier Associatio@ brc., CC Docket Nos. 9 

Form 471 Instructions, at p. 6-9 (Oct 2003). “When an applicant submits a 
471 that omits an item subject ta the minimum processiag standards, SLD 
automatically CCIUIUS the application to the applicant without wnsidcring the 
application for  disco^ under the program.” Id. 

a d  97-21, Order, 16 FCC R d  5032, DA 03-3637,13 (El. NOV. 14,2003); I 

I f  your appeal has been approved, but fLItldmp has been reduced or denied, you may 
appeal these decisions to either the SLD or the FCC. For appeals that have been den 
in rll, partially approved, dismissed, or cancellerl, you may file au appeal with the F 
You +uld refer to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. 
Your appeal must be received or postmarked within 60 days afthe date on this letter 
Failm to meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal. If 
are submitting your appeal via United States Postal Service, send lo. FCC, Og,ce of 
& c w ,  445 12th Street SW, WaShh@On, DC 20554. Further information and opi 
for filing an appeal directly with &e FCC can be found in the “Appeels Procedure“ 
POJxed in the Refcre-ncc Ana of the SLD web site or by contacting the Client Service 
Bureau. We sorongly recommend that yau use the electronic filing options. 

We thank you for your continued support, patience and moperatian during the appea 
pmc-=ss. 

Schools and Libraries Division 
Universal Service Administrative company 
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Februery 28.2005 

Letter of Appeal 
Schools and Libraries Division 
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit 
80 Sauth Jefferson Road 
Whippany, NJ 07981 

S 8 L Division: 

This letter is an appeal on our Form 471 application ID: 454206, Appllicant's Fon 
ldentiflec 'Internet 05/06", billed entity Marshfield Public School District 
(#l20496), per your letter dated February 25,2005. NCS Bar Cade: ERATE- 
277007. Funding Year: 20052006,470 application number: 201460000461 1 I O .  
stating that Form 471 "did not meet Minimum Processing Standards: The 
Signature in Block 6, Item 34. of the FCC Form 471 submitted is blank". 

The submittal of this form without signature was a clerical oversight. 

Please see attached signed form in re-submittal of Form 471. Communication on 
this issue may be directed to JoAnn Oxner, Buslness Office, 76 South River St., 
MarsMield, MA 02050; einail: m r c e !  mDSd.Oq; telephone: 781 834-5000 e d  
103. 

Thank You. 

JoAnn Oxner 
Office of Business and Finance 

I 

i 

Att: Form 471, Block 6: Certifications and Signature 

I 
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your appeal. If your appllcation was wholly mj&d on grounds mlabd to the 
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entlre application 

Universal Service Adminhtrative Company 
Schools Br Lrdmies Division 

NCS Bar Code: &RATE-277007 
Funding Year: 2005-2006 

ROBERT F. MORIARTY 
MARsmm SCHOOL DrsTRurr 
76SRIVERST 
MARSHPXELD, MA 02050-2453 

D e a ~  Applioant: 

This letter is your notification that the entire FCC Form 471 Cht&&on of the Sewift 
~ @ x z l t o n  Form you submiffed did not meet Minimum Pmcea@bg Standards. Them 
returning your Fmm 47 1 Certification with this letter, which mema that the Schools an 
Division (SLD) cbuld not p*acess anyprtwn of il Here is an explanatioa of the sped 
your Form 471 CertifiOarion did not meet the Mlnlmum processing s m e  . .  

- The SigluNre in Block 6, Item 34, of the FCC Form 471 submitted Is bla 

TO APPEAL A DEClSION OF THE SCHOOLS AND UBRARlES DMSION: 

If you wish to appeal a decision of the Schds  and Likaries Divislon (SO), p u r  appc 
RECEIMD BY M E  SLD WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE ABOVE DATE ON MIS LE7-E 
meet this requirement will result In automatic dismissal of your appeal. 

In yuur letter of appeal: 

1. Provlde your contact informdon. Please list m@ name, address, telephone nuq 

I 

Ordered and 
-weare 
Libraries 
c mrSan(8) 

IC. 

31 must be 
I. Failureto 

w. fax 
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(e.g., that you represent ineligible entitles). you need not refer to any Funding Reque 

Explain your appeal. When awplaining your appeal, include the precise language 
SLD dedslon that Is at the heart of your appeal. By paintirg to me exad words 

In your letter of appeal. 

4. 

your appeal. the reviewer will be able to mole readlly understand and respond approlpriately to 
your appeal. Please keep your letter to the pdnt, and prwide documentation to SL port your 
appeal. Be sure to keep caples of your correspondence and documentation. 

5. Provlde m authorhid stgnaturn on your latter af appeal. 

If you are subm[ttlng your appeal on paperto the SLD. plssse send It to: Letter of APF 
and Libraries Divlslon, Box 125 - Correspondence Unit. 80 South JeRersOn Road. Wh 
07981. Additional options for flling an appeal can be found in the 'Appeals Procedure' 
Referenw Area of the SLD web slte or by calling the Client Service Bureau. 

Whlle we encourage you to resolve your appd with the SLD first, you have the optior 
appeal dlrectly wlth me Federal Communlcalions Commlssion (FCC). You should refa 
Nos. 96-45 and 97-21 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. Your appeal must I 
BY THE FCC WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE ABOVE PATE ON THIS LETTER. Failure tc 
requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal. Further Information and 
an appeal direcity with the FCC can be found in the ' A p l s  Pmdure' posted In the 
Area ofthe SLD web site cwww.sl.univetsalsonAee.org or by calling the Client Senrice 
888-203-8100. We strongly m m e n d  that yw use the eleclronic Rung options beca 
continued substantial delays In mail delivery to the FCC. if yw am submitting your ap 
States Postal Service, Send to: FCC, Office ofthe Secretary, 445 12* Street SW. W a  
20554. 

Sckoolr nrd Libnrbs Divtsion 
Unlvvsal Service Adminiskithe Company 
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